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This velume represents the transactions of an inter-
national colloquium on the ecology of the leishman
fases, held in Montpellier, 15-24 August 1974, Ap-
proximately 83 investigators from most of the major
meographic arcas of the world where the disease
occurs met in this “global and interdisciplinary”
colloguium Lo consider the whole complex of Lefsk-
manig and the leishmaniases in terms of an ecolopical
approach, The publication includes a list of partic-
ipants, a preamble by the organizer, Prof. [. A, Rioux,
introductory remarks of the chairman, Prof, 7', C. C.
Garnham, the text of 41 presentations, and a series of
recommendations by the group. After each presenta-
tinn is w section entitled “Discussion.” However, Lhe
impression @5 imparted that the actoal discussions
musl have been incompletely reported or deastically
summarized, due to the great brevity of the com-
ments, and instances of guestions posed but not ans-
wered. The volume is bilingual, with hoth the text of
the presentations and the gquestions and discussion
given in either French or English, as used by the
participants.
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The majority of the papers reflect an effort by the
wuthors to adhere Lo the chosen theme, “Ecology™ in
the context of this svmposium appears to he concerned
with population biology of the parasites and the
invertebrate and vertebirate hosts, and with the inler-
action of those geopraphic, climatic, and bielogical
which characterize a¢live fransmisgion Toci.
However, the subject malter s extremely diverse; and
many papers could Bave been more castly classiiied
inte the traditional categories of ¢pidemiclogy, im-
munolopy, biochemastey, wsually  emploved in
such svmposia, The overall quality of the presenta-
tions was excellent, and the program was tor the most
part unencumbered by the repetitive presentation of
old data which so often mars such specialized meet-
ings. An indication of the overall quality of the papers
18 alforded by the fact that they are generally still
of signifteanl inteerest and walue in spite of the almost
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2 vear delay m publication.

Individuwal mention of the 41 separate papers is
abviously ampossilile, However, they were organized
into five categories; the first secrion, entitled “Leish
manies” rontaine: 10 papers dealing with o divessity
ol aspecis of the parasite, manging from culture media
to terminnalogy, The Liverpool group presented an
excellent review of bischemical taxonomy, which was,
and continues (o be, a subject af intense interest, The
second section “Vertébres-réservnirs” consists of only
three papers; two of which were outstanding epide-
miological sbudies of canine reservolrs in France, aml
the other repocted the novel, bul nol very successiul,
use of sandilies for xenodiagnosi= in Panama,  The
section on “Phlébotomes-vecteurs" with 10 titles, m-
cludes papers on sampling methods, matural infections,
distribution, populztion dynamics, interaction of mixed
experimental Leishmania infections, and epidemiolog-
wcal, and host-preferences stwdies. The largest section,
“Fowers leishmaniens” encompasses 13 presentations.
The promuge of wider peographic coverage sucgested
by the long list of papers under this heading was not
relized, however, since only Mediterrenean, Middle
received  attention,
The Russian participants rather dominated this sec-
tion. contributing ¥ of the 15 titles. This i= na doubt
appropriate, considering the exceptional interesi and
prpetience the soviets have had in characterizing foci,

Aszian Region, and African foci

and their uningue success in conlrelling transmission in
some areas, The last section entitled “Prévention,”
includes only  three assessment ol the
problems from the WHO point of view, an essay on
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the progpects of o vaccine based on preliminary animal
stydies, and & review of the pragmiatic methodologs
in use in the Soviet Union.

The recommendations adopted by the group extend
to 4 printed pages, and in peoeral, deal with the

PI'II.'-i"i'.'-:"(l need tor standardization of techinics, ter-
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minology, criteria and even reagents. [t is of interest
that no specific plan or proposal for implementation
of the recommendations was made, bevond the sue-
restion that standardized criteria snd renpents might
by promulgated by WHOL Further recommendation:
deal principally with the desired direction of juture
research.

The wnlv notabie shortcoming of the colloguium
wis the unavoidahle emphasis on the Mediterranean—
Muldle East-African regionzs, Only three papers were
presented from the two institutions representing the
New World, and there was no one present to repoet
on the tremendously important resurgence of kala-
azar on the Tndian
valuahle collection of papers is a must {or anyone
tnterested in the study of Leishmania and the leish
maniases,

sub-continent.  However, this
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